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Biology of Yellow Citrus Ant, Oecophylla
Smaragdina and its Utilization Against
Citrus Insect Pests

Yang Pet
Abstract

The utilization of the yellow citrus ants against the citrus insect pesis is the
first example of biological control and this measure is still being used in some
citrus orchards in Guangdoneg Province.

Results from experiments showed that the ants overwintered safely in a big
cage which covered a citrus tree with ant’s nests on it and suitable food for the
ants was supplied.

A water basin which was made of cement encireled the base of tree would of-
fectively prevent the ants to reach the ground.

The mealybugs collected from the citrus trees on which the yellow citrus ants
inhabited were parasitized by several species of parasitic wasps. The ladybird
beetles, spiders and green lacewings commonly existed on these trees.

Ten species of citrus insect pests caught by the vellow citrus ants were recor-
ded in Huangtien People's Commune, Sihui County of Guangdong province and
among them the citrus stinkbug, RhAvnchocoris humneralis was most effectively con-
trolled.



